WELL
senior pPasTor

Night and day we pray earestly for you, asking God to let us see you again
to fill the gaps in your faith. 1 THESSALONIANS 3:10

Jesus replied, ““You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your
soul, and all your mind." MATTHEW 22:37

GAP #1 LovE FOR GOD

CedarCreek Mission Statement:: CedarCreek Church exists to help
spiritually restless and unchurched people love Jesus, serve others, and
tell the world about Christ.

Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you who
belong to Christ Jesus. | THESSALONIANS 5:18

From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after another.
JOHN 1:16

O

Those who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love
me... JOHN 14:21

But those who obey God's word truly show how completely they love him...
1 JOHN 2:5

Loving God means keeping his commandments, and his commandments are
not burdensome. 1 JOHN 5:3

Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands | have given you...
MATTHEW 28:20

D

And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to

follow him. Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him.

Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will
overflow with thankfulness. COLOSSIANS 2:6,7

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make
us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and
teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do
every good work. 2 TIMOTHY 3:16,17

All Scripture is from the New Living Translation unless otherwise noted.

DISCUSSION@UESTIONS |ivi @"
(Discuss these questions in your LifeGroup and/or with your family and friends.)

Icebreaker: can you identify the “gaps” in your faith? What do you

plan to do about it?

At CedarCreek Church, we care about numbers because we know that
there are individuals with powerful stories to share behind those
numbers. Discuss the stories that you saw and share your own story.

There are some critics that think CedarCreek is just about bringing
people to Christ, but not as attentive to helping people grow in their
faith. Truth is, we are tenacious about helping people grow in their faith!
What do we do as a church to encourage people to pursue a firm-rooted
relationship with Christ?

This week’s message was about what it means to love Jesus. Here's a
tough question: How do you know if you love God with all of your heart,
all of your soul and all of your mind? (Reference Luke 10:27)

If you have ever loved someone, you've either said or thought the
following: “If you loved me, you would (fill-in-the-blank).” Think about
this statement from a spiritual perspectlve and complete this statement:
“If I loved God, | would

Sometimes there can be a confusion between being obedient to gain
God'’s favor (legalism) and obeying God out of love for Him. How can
you know if you are being obedient to God out of desire to gain His
favor or out of love and gratitude for Him?

Gratitude is the key to not just loving God, but staying in love with God.
In fact, gratitude rehearses the blessings of God. How is it that
practicing gratitude can have such a profound impact on increasing our
love for God?

Challenges for this week:

1. Ask yourself about how you are currently doing when it comes to
your love for God. In what areas of your life are you doing well?
Where are you lacking? How are you going to close the “gap?”

2. Missional Membership - this is for people who are serious about
making a commitment to love Jesus with all of their hearts. Pick
up a copy of the LivingltOut Bible study and start the Missional
Membership process.

(Memorize this verse for the month of January.)
FEATURED SONGS: COLOSSIANS 2:6-7 (New Living Translation)
Paradise by Coldplay

“And now, just as you accepted Christ
Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to
follow him. Let your roots grow down into

him, and let your lives be built on him.

Then your faith will grow strong in the

truth you were taught, and you will
overflow with thankfulness.”

PB - Rankin Walkup ; W. TOL - Nate Manuel;
S.TOL - Cory Payne; WH - Jason Tucker

Make You Feel My Love by Adele
PB - Lindsey Frantz ; W. TOL - Emily Goldsmith;
S.TOL - Krista Tebbing; WH - Elizabeth Malone
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